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for rating endorsements, only the fee 
for the officer endorsement examina-
tion is charged. 

(3) Issuance fees. Only one issuance 
fee will be charged for each MMC 
issued, regardless of the number of en-
dorsements placed on the credential. 
There is no fee for a Document of Con-
tinuity. 

(f) The Coast Guard may assess addi-
tional charges to anyone to recover 
collection and enforcement costs asso-
ciated with delinquent payments or 
failure to pay a fee. The Coast Guard 
will not provide credentialing services 
to a mariner who owes money for 
credentialing services previously pro-
vided. 

(g) Anyone who fails to pay a fee or 
charge established under this section is 
liable to the United States Government 
for a civil penalty of not more than 
$6,500 for each violation. 

(h) No-fee MMC for certain applicants. 
For the purpose of this section, a no- 
fee MMC applicant is a person who is a 
volunteer or a part- or full-time em-
ployee of an organization that is— 

(1) Charitable in nature; 
(2) Not for profit; and 
(3) Youth oriented. 
(i) Determination of eligibility. (1) An 

organization may submit a written re-
quest to U.S. Coast Guard National 
Maritime Center, 100 Forbes Drive, 
Martinsburg, WV 25404, in order to be 
considered an eligible organization 
under the criteria set forth in para-
graph (h) of this section. With the writ-
ten request, the organization must pro-
vide evidence of its status as a youth- 
oriented, not-for-profit, charitable or-
ganization. 

(2) The following organizations are 
accepted by the Coast Guard as meet-
ing the requirements of paragraph (h) 
of this section and need not submit evi-
dence of their status: Boy Scouts of 
America, Sea Explorer Association, 
Girl Scouts of the United States of 
America, and Young Men’s Christian 
Association of the United States of 
America. 

(j) A letter from an organization de-
termined eligible under paragraph (h) 
of this section must also accompany 
the person’s MMC application to the 
Coast Guard. The letter must state 
that the purpose of the person’s appli-

cation is solely to further the conduct 
of the organization’s maritime activi-
ties. The applicant will then be eligible 
under this section to obtain a no-fee 
MMC if other requirements for the 
MMC are met. 

(k) An MMC issued to a person under 
paragraph (h) of this section will be en-
dorsed restricting its use to vessels 
owned or operated by the sponsoring 
organization. 

(l) The holder of a no-fee MMC issued 
under paragraph (h) of this section may 
have the restriction removed by paying 
the appropriate evaluation, examina-
tion, and issuance fees that would have 
otherwise applied. 

[USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 77890, Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 10.221 Citizenship. 
(a)(1) MMCs with officer Endorsements. 

Only individuals with valid U.S. citi-
zenship may apply for officer endorse-
ments, except individuals applying for 
endorsements as operators of 
uninspected passenger vessels author-
izing service on undocumented vessels 
in accordance with § 11.201(d) of this 
subchapter. 

(2) All other MMCs. All other appli-
cants, except as noted in § 12.809 of this 
subchapter, must be either: 

(i) A citizen of the United States; 
(ii) An alien, as defined under section 

101(a)(3) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) (the 
Act), who is lawfully admitted to the 
United States for permanent residence, 
as defined by section 101(a)(20) of the 
Act.; or 

(iii) A foreign national who is en-
rolled in the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy (USMMA). 

(b) Beginning April 15, 2009, proof of 
citizenship or alien status must be sub-
mitted to the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) with the appli-
cant’s TWIC application in accordance 
with 49 CFR 1572.17(a)(11). Until April 
15, 2009, proof of citizenship or alien 
status must be submitted by appearing 
at a Regional Exam Center. 

(c) TSA and the Coast Guard may re-
ject any evidence of citizenship that is 
not believed to be authentic. Accept-
able evidence of citizenship may be an 
original or a copy certified as true by 
the agency responsible for issuing the 
document of the following: 
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(1) If the individual is applying for an 
officer endorsement (with the excep-
tion of those applying for an MMC en-
dorsed only as Operator of an 
Uninspected Passenger Vehicle (OUPV) 
of an undocumented vessel), the indi-
vidual must provide an original of any 
one of the following documents: 

(i) Certified copy of a birth certifi-
cate, issued by a State, county, mu-
nicipality or outlying possession of the 
U.S. bearing an official seal; 

(ii) U.S. passport (expired or unex-
pired); 

(iii) Certificate of Citizenship issued 
by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services or the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service; 

(iv) Certificate of Naturalization 
issued by U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services or the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service; or 

(v) Merchant mariner’s document 
issued by the Coast Guard after Feb-
ruary 3, 2003, that shows that the hold-
er is a citizen of the United States. 

(2) If the individual is applying for a 
rating endorsement and they hold one 
of the documents listed in paragraph 
(c)(1)(i) through (v) of this section, 
these documents are also acceptable as 
evidence of citizenship. If the indi-
vidual does not hold any one of those 
documents listed in paragraph (c)(1)(i) 
through (v), the individual must pro-
vide an original unexpired foreign pass-
port and an original of any one of the 
following documents: 

(i) Permanent resident card (form I– 
551) issued by U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services bearing the certifi-
cation that the alien was admitted to 
the United States as an immigrant, 

(ii) A declaration of intention to be-
come a citizen of the United States 
issued by a naturalization court; or 

(iii) A certificate issued by the con-
sular representative of the country of 
which the alien is a citizen or subject. 

(3) If the individual is the holder of or 
applying for a rating endorsement and 
the individual does not hold any of the 
documents listed in paragraphs (c)(1) or 
(2) of this section, proof of enrollment 
in the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy (USMMA) in the form of an 
original letter from the USMMA, 
signed by the Superintendent attesting 
to the individual’s enrollment along 

with an unexpired foreign passport 
issued by the government of the coun-
try in which the alien is a citizen or 
subject, with a valid U.S. visa affixed 
to the passport, will be acceptable evi-
dence of lawful status in the United 
States. 

(4) If the individual is applying for an 
MMC endorsed only as OUPV of an un-
documented vessel, the individual must 
provide an original of any one of the 
documents enumerated in paragraphs 
(c)(1)(i) through (v) or (c)(2)(i) or (ii) of 
this section, or proof of acceptable 
alien status as provided in 49 CFR 
1572.105. 

[USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11216, Mar. 16, 2009, 
as amended by USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 77892, 
Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 10.223 Modification or removal of 
limitations or scope. 

(a) If the Coast Guard is satisfied by 
the documentary evidence submitted 
that an applicant is entitled by experi-
ence, training, and knowledge to an en-
dorsement or increase in the scope of 
any MMC held, any limitations that 
were previously placed upon the MMC 
by the Coast Guard may be changed or 
removed. Such an increase in scope 
may include a change in horsepower or 
tonnage limitations, or geographic 
route restrictions. 

(b) Modifications or removal of limi-
tations or scope to MMC endorse-
ment(s) under this section will not 
change the expiration date of the mari-
ner’s MMC unless the applicant renews 
all endorsements that would appear on 
the MMC under § 10.227 of this part. 

(c) A complete application for modi-
fication or removal of limitation of 
scope must contain the following: 

(1) A completed signed application; 
(2) Proof that the mariner either 

holds a valid TWIC or has applied for a 
TWIC. 

(3) All supplementary materials re-
quired to show that the mariner meets 
the mandatory requirements for the 
transaction sought: 

(i) The mandatory requirements for 
officer endorsements are contained in 
part 11 of this subchapter. 

(ii) The mandatory requirements for 
rating endorsements are contained in 
part 12 of this subchapter. 
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